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Dear Praying Friends,
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Greetings from Osaka! As we write this update, the
weather app on our phone says the "feels like"
temperature outside is 102 degrees. Actually it seems
the whole world has been feeling the heat this summer.
So, if you are one of these people right now (and even if
you are not), please find an air conditioned space as we
update you on what is going on with us.

TWICE BLESSED
In late August, our son, Luke, was heading to England to
begin his semester of studying abroad at Oxford
University. The only problem was that he didn’t know

how he was going to get to the airport in Los Angeles.
Thankfully, some good friends in the JEMS office
volunteered to pick him up where he was staying and
get him to LAX on time (thanks Melanie and Roy!).
Then, once Luke arrived in London, two more friends
volunteered to pick him up at the airport, give him a
place to stay for the evening and then take him to
Oxford the following day (thanks Tim & Miyukil).

These acts of kindness and hospitality might seem like a
small thing, but for us they were a huge source of
comfort. Since we were unable to be there to assist
Luke as he begins this wonderful adventure, it was a
great relief to know that there were people who were
willing to take care of our son in our absence. While we
are very thankful for the prayers and financial support
that we have received during our time in Japan, as
missionaries, these other kinds of support are also a
huge blessing to us. We want to say thank you to
everyone for your various acts of kindness over the past
25 years.

PLEASE PRAY for Luke as he studies in England. He will
be there until December when he plans to return to
Japan in time for Christmas.

OASIS CHURCH
Despite rising COVID numbers in Japan, things are going

Pre-flight meal in L.A with Melanie and Roy (& Darryl too)

Eating fish n' chips in England with Tim and Miyuki
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well at the church. In the Fall we are starting a new
teaching series on Jesus’ last evening with his disciples.
Based on John 13-17, we are calling this series “An
Intimate Evening with Jesus.” PLEASE PRAY for the
church family as Jesus teaches us about the love of the
Father, abiding in Him, and the promise of the Holy
Spirit.

KID’S CAFETERIA

We are continuing to host our Kid’s Cafeteria once a
month. Our original goal was to provide hot meals to
kids and moms who are struggling to put food on the
table, but what people really seem to be enjoying are
the extra curricular things that we do: singing, Bible
story time, English activities and lots of games! While
our numbers are not what they were pre-pandemic, we
have three mothers who bring their kids on a fairly
regular basis. PLEASE PRAY for these moms. As we are
developing relationships with them, please pray for
opportunities for deeper conversations about life and
God.

Bible story time at Kid’s Cafeteria

SHEPHERD’S APPRENTICE

Starting in September, we will be participating in a
training course called Shepherd’s Apprentice.  The
purpose of the course is two-fold. First, it will help us to
deepen our personal relationship with our Shepherd,
Jesus. Second, we will also learn how to better care for
and shepherd the people that God has placed in our
lives. The course kicks off with a 5-day in-person retreat
at a mission center near Mount Fuji during the last week
of September. This will be followed by six months of bi-
monthly ZOOM training sessions (and lots of homework
in between!). The course will wrap up with another in-
person retreat in late April. So far, the prerequisite
reading has been really good, so we are looking forward
to the months ahead. PLEASE PRAY that this would be a
time of much growth in our relationship with God. May
the Lord also give us many new tools for being able to
point others to the Shepherd.

Thank you once again for your faithful support of the
work here in Japan. You are a blessing to us in more
ways than you can imagine.
Blessings in Jesus,
Michaal & Chwis

Michael & Chris Mason

An Intimate Evening w/ Jesus
(John 13-17)
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